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The Roland Collection 
is a unique selection of 
films on art painstak-
ingly assembled by its 
founder and curator, 
Anthony Roland, him-
self a successful film 
director and dealer in 
fine art. The Roland 
Collection is a cinematic treasure. The archive 
contains around 500 titles from all over the world 
- the work of 230 filmmakers from 25 countries 
- and has rediscovered and preserved a number 
of rare films, which would otherwise have been 
lost. The collection would total over £80 million in 
production costs alone were it to be made today. 

Illustrations from the films:
The Rietveld Schroeder House/ Borobudur: Beyond the Reach of Time/ Fernad Leger/ The Enlightened Bourgeois/ Lichtenstein in London/ Photomontage Today: Peter Kennard/ Fauvism/
The Adventure of Modern Art/Henry Moore, London 1940-42/ El Lissitzky.
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History of
The
Roland 
Collection

The Roland Collection was started almost 45 years ago by Anthony Roland, 
then a successful art dealer in London and Paris specialising in old master 
and modern painting and sculpture. Disappointed in the quality of films on 
art Roland made his first film as a protest. Festivals and awards confirmed 
a phenomenal success and searching out and preserving films on art of ex-
ceptional quality subsequently became his life’s work.

1968 saw the World Premiere of the Roland Collection as an official cultural 
event of the Mexico City Olympics. In the same year the London office and 
studio were opened as well as a two cinema Art Film Centre in central Lon-

By 1965 Roland directed and produced 5 films and represented France at 
international film festivals where his films won over 30 awards. A lecture 
tour followed in coordination with major universities and art museums in 27 
US cities. The following year he opened an office near Chicago and began 
to systematically screen the world’s production of films on art. He acquired 
distribution rights on the most outstanding ones and worked with techni-
cians on film master materials in nine laboratories in six countries.

don which presented 120 cinema premieres. 
English language versions involved 150 transla-
tors and narrators. In 1971 a highly effective 16mm 
film distribution was launched throughout the US 
and in six other countries.

Photo by Kim Furrokh, Illustrations from the films:
Edvard Munch: The Restless Years/ The Enlightened Bourgeois/ Edward Hopper/ Toulouse-Lautrec/ Kandinsky/ Mondrian/ Max Ernst/ Howard Hodgkin/ Chagall/ Rembrandt’s Christ.
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In 1981-3 the Roland Collection took to the road to 
bring films on art to the people under the name Art-
scope. An open air arena was devised with 16 cinema 
areas and a capacity of 6,500 presenting 100 films on 
art nightly for summer seasons at the Edinburgh Fes-
tival, on the National Mall in Washington DC and in 
New York City (patrons Mrs Ronald Reagan and HRH 
the Prince of Wales). Attendance for these events was 
over 150,000 and international patents were accorded.

In 1984 400 films in the collection were converted to video masters in PAL and 
NTSC for distribution in VHS to over 4000 client institutions in 82 countries
Clients included the Louvre, Paris and the National Art Library (V&A, 
London). The Central Library, Berlin acquired the entire collection.

In 1998 the £1,000,000 Videos on Art, a Resource Guide to 
the 	Roland Collection was published to celebrate the Centenary of the Cinema.

In 1997 a website was launched – the first of its kind - with a preview of com-
plete full-length films in miniature windows for prospective buyers to view.

To celebrate the Millennium in association with the Royal Parks and the Brit-
ish Library a three-month event called Talking Trees was installed in 10 
acres of Regent’s Park with 100 magic sound zones. Programmes and park 
maps were also available in Braille for the first time ever in a Royal park.

A low-level cultural building for the 2003 Ground Zero competition in 
New York was designed as a museum for the Roland Collection films 
on art by David Serero and has been widely admired by architects.

In 2006 British Telecom selected the Roland Collec-
tion’s website as an exceptional sample of clear navi-
gation through an entire film archive and spent 2 years 
digitising each title in 6 different ways. A new broad-
band website was launched in 13 languages in 2007. 

In 2009 for the 7-month exhibition at the prestigious 
Altes Museum in Berlin to demonstrate the library of 
the future, the Roland Collection’s proprietary Image 
Mining system was show-
cased giving access to all 
the films or 26,000,000 
cinematic images with-
out recourse to metadata.

Illustrations from the films:
The Restoration of a Leonardo de Vinci/ Renoir/ Salvador Dali: His Life through His Paintings/ Nature and Nature: Andy Goldsworthy/ 
One Hundred Years of Modern Art, Part Three/ Francis Bacon/ Kathe Kollwitz/ English Landscape Gardens/ Le Corbusier.
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